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Baruch, Bernard Baruch: Own Story 
Holt. Aug. 337p. $5.00. 
“We all have take chances life,” remarks Bernard 
Baruch the course his autobiography where 
recounts the highly absorbing story the risks has 
taken his long career Wall Street financier. This 
volume his memoirs devoted his childhood 
South Carolina, his rewarding family life, his many 
business ventures, and, most interesting, his sage and 
fascinating account some the most famous epi- 
sodes the turbulent history the New York Stock 
Exchange. later volume will deal more detail 
with his career public servant during two World 
ars, counsellor President, and United States 
the United Nations Atomic Energy 


Baruch, man enormous native ability, has all 
his life long been profoundly stirred the deeds 


great men. boy, Robert Lee was “the epitome 
all virtues” and Beauregard, Stonewall Jackson and 
Jeb Stuart were the “shining figures” his dreams. 
young man, indeed, calmly took the measure 
Morgan, Edward Harriman, Thomas Fortune 
Ryan, and other outstanding financiers the day, and 
asked himself seriously, “If they can it, why 
can’t I?” 


began office boy, working without salary and 
solely for the experience would gain. made 
exhaustive study the Market and many corporations, 
and came consulted the floor the Exchange 
the young man with headful accurate informa- 
tion. started invest small sums his own and 
critically examining his trials and errors, gradu- 
ally developed philosophy investment that proved 
work passion for uncovering the facts involved any 
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business deal, the intelligence analyze these facts and 
form independent judgment, and finally the de- 
cisiveness act the opportune moment. could, 
occasion and where the facts warranted it, sell 
instant, taking small loss but getting safely out before 
was ruined. With but one two exceptions, 
appears, Mr. Baruch was man who would not 
stampeded. significant, this respect, recall 
that September, 1929, “feeling break was immi- 
nent,” sold all the holdings could. had, 
moreover, strong code ethics and scrupulous 
sense loyalty business associates and clients, who 
often enough became his fast friends. 


did not equal the financial stature the men 
emulated, the reason was that fundamentally came 
see could never satisfied with mere money- 
making. This not surprising, for the picture Mr. 
Baruch which formed from reading his book 
man wholly interested human beings, problems 
and affairs. the time the First World War, other 
ventures began engage his attention, particularly the 
mobilization Ameirca’s raw materials for national 
defense. Later, became increasingly interested 
the international responsibilities that grew out the 
United States’ appearance the world scene 
power reckoned with. Today, feels that two 
issues are paramount importance: the problem posed 
divided Germany and the need for “foolproof 
system inspection and control all forms nuclear 
energy.” 

Mr. Baruch religious man, who always observes the 
Jewish holy days, although states that not 
given any creed. are many aspects reli- 
gious belief,” explains, which never have been 
able satisfy One wonders whether has 
brought his passion for facts bear upon the funda- 
mental questions man’s religious destiny. Perhaps 
has. Judging from his habit thinking things 
through, may reasonably presumed that has 
and one can only respect his decision. But the thought 
persists, perhaps mistakenly, that religious people who 
stand outside any creed, have done because their 
position is, all unconsciously, safe refuge, undemand- 
ing intellectually and hence compellingly seductive. 
Many intellectuals seem, when faced with choosing 
creed and with the investigation the choice would en- 
tail, have developed kind collective neurosis 
which stems all likelihood from the frustrations 
acrimonious religious debate the past. Religious 
peace desirable, course; but not any cost, and 
surely not the cost paralysis. For, Newman 
reminds us, “our duty lies making ventures for 
eternal life without the absolute certainty success 
and this consists the excellence and nobleness 
faith because its presence implies that have 
the heart make venture.” 

William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Lasky, Melvin (Editor) 


The Hungarian Revolution 
Praeger. Aug. 22,1957. 318p. $5.00. 


the evening October 23, 1956, Douglas Hyde, 
former British Communist, and were discussing recent 


Baruch Lasky 
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Polish events. asked one last question, “If the 
Poland had taken anti-Communist turn, rather 
than just anti-Soviet, what you think would 
happened?” Instantly, Mr. Hyde answered, 
armies would have moved right in!” the morning 
had occasion remember those words, for hap. 
pened Hungary. 

The editor, American “historian, journalist, and 
editor,” calls the present publication White Book,” 
book official records reports bound white.” 
The present volume, bound black more fittingly 
commemorate the dead whose history and heroism 
relates, includes very little commentary. With the 
ception the historical introduction Hugh Seton. 
Watson and the epilogue Bondy, the pages 
assemble the news, radio, documentary, and other 
counts the dramatic events centered around 
ber 23-November 1956. The reader will carried 
back the anxieties and confusion these 
twelve days. Even though the sequel history, 
ing the events through these pages revives the hope 
that the blood these freedom fighters will win and 
will allow free air circulate fettered minds. was 
not so. However, here the editor presents vivid 
chronology heroism, duplicity, double-talk, procrasti- 
nation, and—the word not too 
doubtful the Soviets have ever churned such 
hatred, anywhere, anytime” (p. 130). 


The conflicting reports from Hungary and from the 
surrounding countries, both Communist and Austria, 
did not present satisfactory picture the time. Col- 
lected chronologically, these same reports now show, 
beyond doubt, that the uprising was spontaneous 
conflagration set off the perversion knowledge, 
social injustices, economic enslavement, and fierce 
tional pride. The quick triggers the Soviet Police 
turned peaceful demonstration protest into 
armed fight for truth, justice, freedom, and independ- 
ence. Though formulated demands were many, the 
eight point Program the Hungarian Intellectuals 
sented October included the purposes most. 
Blood flowed obtain independence from the Soviet 
Union, equality commerce, free elections, property 
rights for workers, readjustment work and salaries, 
representative unions, agrarian reforms, peasant 
dom, freedom press and assembly, and the 
orialization October 23rd. these were “fascist” 
and “counter-revolutionary” demands, only Communist 
semantics made them so. 

From the wealth material some startling notices de- 
serve recalled. The Times’ (London) corre 
spondent noticed curious chronological fact: the 
first Soviet tanks went into action 4:30 a.m. (on 
October 25) but was not announced until 8:30 
that the Government had invoked Soviet military 
ance” (p. 58). Yet the Soviets, even the U.N. 
consistently maintained they responded official 
appeal. Mikoyan and Suslov, Moscow deputies, 
ceded Imré Nagy’s assumption the premiership. 
Then Moscow abandoned Nagy even before joined 
the popular demand for liberation from Communist 
domination. The unexpected and unannounced second 
attack Soviet tanks November 4th was not 
sudden decision Moscow. took time mass tank 
divisions from Czechoslovakia, Rumania and the Soviet 
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Union, and only when position, did they move 
quell opposition that devastating twenty-four 
hours November 4-5th. Soviet duplicity needs 
further proof for the Hungarian and the observer. 
addition, Moscow’s plotting with Janos Kadar, the pres- 
ent Hungarian Premier, showed when Voice 
America technical experts noted that “the broadcasts 
the Kadar Government are transmitted 1187 kilo- 
cycle, through the Balkan Radio Station Radio Mos- 
cow” (p. 236). Kadar had fled immediately after an- 
nouncing support for the Nagy government connive 
with the Russians for the final blow. Thus explodes 
Khrushchev’s bland assertion popular support for 
the Kadar regime Hungary. 


The Hungarian Revolution will become memorial 
the Freedom Fighters. will also blindingly pierce the 
mists Soviet sweet words. But, what most im- 
portant, presents accusing “examination con- 
science” the west, for, seventeen year old girl 
expressed the correspondent the Manchester 
Guardian, much feel guilty for (p. 


123). Read it. 
Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Fischer, Louis Russia Revisited 
Doubleday. 288p. $4.00. 

Since the Soviet Union embarked policy greater 
“cultural exchange” after the Geneva conference, thou- 
sands have visited the Soviet Union. Few, however, 
have set out better equipped than Louis Fischer. 
foreign correspondent the author lived Moscow from 
1922 1938. Now nineteen years later, during which 
observed the Soviet scene from the outside, re- 
turned “to study human beings and the Soviet system 
terms human beings.” His twenty days were all 
spent Moscow, but knowing just what wanted, 
they were well spent. Altogether visited fourteen 
apartments and there conversed with thirty-six repre- 
sentative Soviet citizens conditions the post-Stalin 
era. Conversation and contact were much more free 
than during his previous prolonged residence Mos- 
cow. 


These pages were concluded before the July, 1957, re- 
shuffle the Praesidium and Central Committee, but 
Fischer’s observations remain valid. The Soviet Union 
has assumed “new look,” but the old form remains. 
Because outside observers notice certain modera- 
tion, some yield the temptation predicating change. 
Yet, the change superficial best, for the one-party 
dictatorship with unlimited power and subject 
legal checks remains. Strict police surveillance gone 
moment. Therefore the Russian, and especially 
the usually more daring student, willing speak 
more openly. However, most people still mind their 
step due the long conditioning they have received 
under Stalin. They sense that the present leaders 
mistake the silence the people for acceptance 
and happiness. 


Information from the west manages leak through 
the Soviet citizen, but not through his own press. The 
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newspapers are full exhortations, announcements, 
and joy over plan fulfillment. The news, what there 
it, skimpy and colored. Consequently, the 
people depend word mouth for their information. 
becomes quickly evident that they must necessarily 
limited their knowledge foreign affairs because 
the difficulty meeting foreigners—a good point 
keep mind when speaking the Russian’s sym- 
pathies and desire for peace. 
The second part the book devoted comments 
conditions the satellite countries. Yugoslavia 
scarcely considered satellite the Soviet Union 
the West, but Fischer sees little essential difference 
the brand Communism offered the Yugoslavs and 
the Russians. Tito’s color predominantly communist 
red, with blotches blue nationalism, but without 
single streak spot democratic white. Hence his 
affinity for red time crisis cannot overestimated, 
despite the fact that has walked his tightrope now 
for ten years balanced the pole copious western 
aid. Poland, the other hand, may still more 
under the control Moscow, but here restlessness 
brought about popular resentment, not quarrel 
the top. Hungary’s eruption tore the mask from the 
nice words Moscow’s leaders. However, despite the 
tremendous emotional unheaval the Hungarian revolu- 
tion caused internationally, the Soviet Union gradu- 
ally blotting out its memory internal armed control 
and external propaganda. Here even Tito reveals his 
true colors when grudgingly admitted that armed 
Soviet intervention was necessary save Socialism 
Hungary. result, difficult agree completely 
with Fischer that Poland and Hungary spell the even- 
tual disintegration the Communist system. 
All all, Russia Revisited readable, trustworthy 
analysis post-Stalin Russia competent observer 
the Soviet scene. 


Brittain, Vera Testament Experience 
Macmillan. Aug. 20,1957. 480p. $5.00. 


you remember Vera Brittain’s Testament Youth, 
published 1933? She called “an autobiographical 
study the years 1900-1925” but you will perhaps 
recall the emphasis placed upon the war years and the 
impression made these years upon the young people 
her generation. She made pathetically clear the 
effect upon her the death World War Roland 
Leighton, whom she had planned marry, and also 
that her brother Edward. Her own work France 
nurse’s aide loomed large the earlier book. That 
work made her famous both England and this 
country. Although the present book the eighteenth 
one that she has had published America, most people 
think her simply the author the Testament 
Youth. Now comes its successor, Testament Experi- 
ence, published similar red and black binding 
the same publisher. Many the men and women 
whom you met the first book are also this second 
one. Here, too, have the ordeal the Second 
World War, just the earlier one were con- 
cerned with World War 

The Testament Youth ended, you may recall, 
with Miss Brittain’s plans marry (George Catlin). 
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The present autobiography opens with account 
that wedding, June 27, 1925, the Catholic Church 
St. James, Spanish Place, London. Herself 
unenthusiastic Anglican, the author nevertheless agreed 
the mixed marriage afternoon ceremony. The Very 
Reverend Bede Jarrett, O.P., then Provincial the 
Dominican Order England, officiated. However, 
religion such almost utterly neglected the book. 
recall reference the baptism either John 
Shirley, the children born respectively 1927 and 
1930, nor recall any reference any effort give 
the children any religious instruction, much less Cath- 
olic education. One given the impression that re- 
ligion simply does not matter. Miss Brittain, who kept 
her maiden name after the marriage, did consider join- 
ing the Society Friends during World War II, but 
evidently did not so. 


She and her husband have voluntarily lived apart dur- 
ing much their married lives because their re- 
spective pursuits. During the early years their mar- 
riage taught political science Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York, although was Englishman. 
Mss Brittain did not like America and returned Eng- 
land after comparatively short stay here. She and 
her husband spent their summers together. did not 
wish interfere with her career writer, which she 
felt could advanced more easily England than 
America. 


However, was not until Macmillan published Testa- 
men Youth 1933 that Vera Brittain enjoyed any 
great success author. Then she returned 
America make triumphal tour under the direction 
William Colston Leigh. Personal tragedies 1935, 
however, made her think seriously joining the Volun- 
tary Euthanasia Legislation Society. She believed that 
when individual’s life had run its course, civilized 
community should provide, with sufficient safeguards, 
the means exit” (p. 131). The death Winifred 
Holtby, who lived with the author and the author’s 
children much the time, wounded Miss Brittain even 
more deeply than had the loss her father. Upon 
the death Miss Holtby, author South Riding, Miss 
Brittain wrote: “There God and hereafter; 
angels guide our steps nor protect our paths. The only 
benevolent force the Universe man himself” (p. 


134). 


Miss Brittain became pacifist 1936. She and her 
husband were sympathetic the anti-Franco forces 
during the civil war Spain. During World War 
she opposed the obliteration bombing practiced the 
English and American governments and thereby made 
herself unpopular. She disliked Churchill. She vigor- 
ously condemned the use the atomic bomb because 
she saw “no moral difference between the Nazi extermi- 
nation camps and the mass extermination helpless 
civilians Hiroshima and Nagasaki” (p. 375). The 
post-war years have been devoted trips such areas 
the Netherlands, the Scandinavian countries, the 
United States and India. This book may become 
popular her earlier Testament Youth. recom- 


mend that you read it. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Best 


Williamson, Hugh Ross Enigmas History 
Macmillan. Aug. 13,1957. 254p. $3.75. 

Seven riddles modern history have found possible 
solutions this book. Admittedly, these are not the 
final word and may never accepted aos valid his 
torians with whom Williamson differs. Yet, Enigmas 
History presents fascinating reading subjects long 
open dispute. The mysteries treated are: 


The Wives George IV: After secret marriage 
the Catholic Maria Fitzherbert, George attempted 
invalid “official marriage” with Caroline 
enigma arises from the birth William Austin, 
supposedly Caroline’s adulterine son. The 
significance Austin’s paternity lies the fact that 
George’s niece, Victoria, would not have ascended the 
throne until 1849 (instead 1837) had Austin been 
the true heir. George tried discredit Caroline and 
have parliament deprive her any title privileges 
Queen Consort. The popular Caroline won her case 
before parliament, but George prevented her corona 
tion and Austin’s succession. 


The Parentage Elizabeth Anne Boleyn was cer. 
tainly Elizabeth’s mother. But Mary Tudor would never 
recognize Elizabeth her sister and the daughter 
Henry VIII. Mark Smeaton, whom Henry had 
ecuted with Anne, admitted was Elizabeth’s 
However, the question arises whether his confession 
was the result tortured conscience 
body. 

Poisoning King James Historians accuse the Count 
Buckingham poisoning James. delves 
into the motives Buckingham might have had and the 
circumstances surrounding the death James 1625. 


The Executioner King Charles Two masked 
ecutioners dispatched Charles 1649. While Crom 
well was power there was repercussion, but with 
the return the monarchy 1660 the manhunt was 
on. The solution offered revolves around the guilt 
the soldier, William Hulet, and the viciously cruel 
chaplain Cromwell, Hugh Peters. 


The Innocence Sir John Fenwick: Jacobite plot 
kidnap William III fell through 1696. Fenwick, who 
claimed ignorance the misadventure, was involved 
turncoat plotter. Insufficient evidence precluded 
trial, but William, needing scapegoat, pushed Bill 
Attainder through parliament, asserting 
guilt without proof. 


The Man the Iron Mask: man velvet (not 
iron!) mask died the Bastille 1703. For years 
removal the mask would have meant instant death 
for the prisoner. Obviously, his face was 
probably was political prisoner dangerous the 
reigning monarch, Louis XIV. The solution the 
mystery accepted Williamson that the Mask 
Louis’ father. Anne Austria had children 
the birth Louis Her husband, Louis XIII, was 
believed impotent. proposed that young 
man had relations with Anne provide heir for 
the throne the behest Louis XIII. The young man 
was well endowed and sent Canada, but later 
turned capitalize his secret during the reign 
Louis XIV. Lest the French discover the royal fraud 
the father was kept incognito until death. 
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The Diamond Necklace: The necklace was ordered 
Louis for his mistress Dubarry, but died be- 
fore its completion. His successor was not interested 
the jewelry. But impoverished noblewoman, 
Jeanne Motte, was. 1785 she stole the gems 
with the unwitting aid Cardinal Rohan. Cap- 
tured, she was whipped, branded, and imprisoned. 
Mysterious aides freed her. The enigma centers around 
the possibility that the whole scheme was part 
plot led the professional revolutionary Cagliostro. 
The affair the embers hatred that enkindled 
the French Revolution. 

Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap., 

Saint Lawrence Seminary, 

Mount Calvary, Wisconsin 


Warren, Robert Penn Promises: Poems 1954-1956 
Random House. Aug. 84p. $3.00. 


Since the time his first fugitive voice was captured 
the ’20’s Robert Penn Warren has steadily 
risen stature novelist and critic; however, 
poet has not shown the same steady progression. 
reached peaks Selected Poems 1923-1943 that 
are peaks and Promises: Poems 1954-1956 merely 
levels off plateau. While reaffirms the previous 
heights does not push above them. 


The reason well may that can’t make his mind 
whether wants the scholar teaching his 
desk the sectionalist sitting cracker barrel and 
just whittling. The subdued conflict between the two 


its way into the poems intellect and imagina- 
tion, rhetoric and idiom; when cohesion between the 
two apparent sort rough and tumble fusion 
both. 


They weren’t bright, clean, clever 
And their noses were sometimes imperfectly blown. 
But they always got school the weather whatever 
With old lard pail full fried pie, smoked ham 


and corn pone. 


Charming, yes. But walking between the parallel tradi- 
tions the schools and the soil sometimes gives the 
impression man hopping railroad ties—his gait 
too deliberately premeditated and prescribed. 
would great poet and not merely satisfactory 
one, must make his mind his potential 
indicates either the direction Allen Tate 
Jesse Stuart but appears this book can never 
pull himseif his true stature straddling. 


The grotesque antiphonies Ballad Sweet Dream 
Peace (from And Don’t Forget Your Corset Cover, 
Either Rumor Unverified Stop Can You Confirm 
Stop) well illustrates, though not meant to, descent 
that can result from diversity unity. 
other the poems, there seems condensation sev- 
eral thematic styles and vocabularies that are mistaken 
forming but one. 
While nothing Promises has the same meditative de- 
the Selected Poems’ Bearded Oaks 
Woods one extreme nor the folksy freedom 
The Ballad Billie Potts the other, Gold Glade 
and The Hazel Leaf come close the first instance and 
School Lesson Based Word Tragic Death En- 
tire Gillun Family the second. 


Warren Tibbles 
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But reached his peak major poet Selected 
Poems still clings Promises, however precari- 
ously, for these new poems have the virtuosity con- 
firm remembered vigor tone and enough verbal 
magic promise the same pleasurable enjoyment. All 
which say that Promises good book but not 
great one and certainly not good Selected Poems 
published nearly fifteen years ago. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Tibbles, Thomas and Blanket Days 
Doubleday. Aug. 22,1957. 336p. $4.50. 


Written 1905 man whose life spanned the signi- 
ficant era from 1840 1928 the development our 
country, these hitherto unpublished memoirs ac- 
tive life bring excitingly realistic description 
many events the days the Old West. They have 
been researched and edited Theodora Cogswell, 
quondam acquaintance the man who wrote 
them. 


Thomas Tibbles was born Ohio the dwindling 
crest that wave westward migration famous 
the annals our country. Orphaned the age 
ten, was forced acquire that self-reliance neces- 
sary for survival under primitive frontier conditions. 
Bound out farmer, soon escaped and 1854 
had become apprenticed lawyer Illinois. From 
there left join Lane’s pro-abolition volunteers 
the bloody Kansas struggle 1856, even taking part 
one John Brown’s raids into Missouri. During one 
these encounters was captured and sentenced 
hang but was rescued and himself captured notorious 
leader the pro-slavery forces. college Ohio 
from 1858-1871; then service scout and newspaper 
correspondent during the Civil War. Westward after 
the war hunter and guide the valley the 
Republican River; then idyllic interlude life 
the prairie with the Omaha Indians, taking part all 
the intimacies their tribal life, including initiation 
into the Soldier Lodge, honor reserved only for the 
bravest. Marriage followed and then Methodist 
preacher Nebraska witnessed the ravages the 
grasshopper plague and the difficulties securing aid 
for the starving farmers the face opposition from 
vested financial interests. From time time had 
worked newspaper correspondent, editorial writer 
and editor. For years campaigned actively for recog- 
nition and humane treatment the Indians and spear- 
headed the successful fight remove the worst abuses. 
1904 was candidate for Vice-President with 
Thomas Watson populist ticket. The remainder 
his life was spent newspaper work. 


The essencé the book not alone what Mr. 
Tibbles did but his story how did it. 
Straightforward account adventure, history, person- 
alities, struggles, human beings—in short, the life 
lived. Noteworthy his story life with the Indians, 
the customs and habits and day-to-day occurrences 
the life dying race, even including turn the 
war-path pursuit raiding Sioux. His descriptions 
injustice the conduct Indian affairs and the 
struggle necessary gain recognition for the Indian 


170 Maurois Teale Gaither 


excellent. Most these things are not unknown 
Americans but the freshness first-hand account 
revivifies them nothing else can. This book that 
will well repay adult reading. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 
Maurois, André Unknown Lady 


Translated from the French John Buchanan-Brown. 
Dutton. Aug. 23,1957. 160p. $2.95. 

This one those highly quotable books which 
Maurois turning out prolifically these days: col- 
lection short essays about life, love and related sub- 
jects, the form letters beautiful lady whom 
the author claims have glimpsed but once the 
theatre and who appears have inspired him let 
off good deal epistolary steam. 


Maurois all but overwhelms his unknown lady with 
advice catching man the first place, and then 
holding him, touching expertly such subjects 
coquetry, (necessary every woman some time 
other); scenes, (“By making scene, woman achieves, 
one moment abandon, what she might have gone 
asking for reasonable way for fashion, 
(“Variety identity one the secrets all 
and even the Other Woman, (make her your friend 
and apply yourself what you can learn from her). 


the way, also writes wittily the writing 
novels, optimism, the wasting time, the not 
always wisdom politeness. happiness, says, 
“Happiness more than not having the slightest 
desire change those whom love.” 


There are sixty-one brief essays this readable little 
book. All them reflect some the author’s worldly 
wisdom. None them really profound. What they 
sum the end affirmation the things most 
believe anyway: the rightness marriage, the 
blessings friendship, the rewards intellectual ac- 
tivity, the desirability tolerance toward our fellow 
man. 


Because the writing urbane, and laced with wit 
and warmth, the book makes swift, pleasant reading. 
the kind book people will want talk about, 
finding their own favorite quotations, their own 
applications themselves and their friends. cheer- 
ful, informative, and from time time stimulating 
little book man who certainly has great many 
worthwhile things say our own time, our 
own dealings with our fellows. 


Anita Monsees, 


Ithaca, New York 
Teale, Christopher Behind These Walls 
Fell. Aug. 26,1957. 224p. $3.00. 


Behind the prison walls the penal systems the 
various levels government America are hundreds 
thousands men, isolated from the ordinary citizens, 
dwellers peculiar world inhabited all manner 
transgressors. that world there are values which are 
almost meaningless those beyond the walls, and 
relationships the most profound 


Best 


tainly there important place the literature 
this era for book which written inmate 
this world, both for the sociological value such 
work, and also for the sheer fascination any valid 
story portraying that life. confess having gone 
this book with rather keen sense anticipation. 
fell that have come away still hungry. 


There are all the customary figures prison life this 
novel somewhat autobiographical, presume, since 
the author spent “more than thirty years ‘behind 
walls’.” There the sadistic guard, the brilliant prisoner 
who really running the prison, the omniscent warden, 
the poor defenseless youthful prisoner, and the noble 
who guides the youth through his unhappy years 
confinement.. But above all there sex, morbid, 
hungry perverted sex, craving its satisfaction with other 
men where there are women. There are the weak 
convicts who become “Women” the prison and their 
jealous boy friends. 


Red young, handsome, the natural prey the preda 
tory homosexual, and takes some smart 
ing keep him out their hands. saved, 
course, and spared many other minor and 
tragedies the years roll his release. 


But what found most disturbing about this book was 
the gradually growing conviction that Christopher Teale 
had never spent one year behind prison bars, let alone 
thirty years. The realism the book seems the 
carefully cultured realism the man who knows 
you want believe goes prison, not the realism 
the man who has spent that amount time con- 
finement. The characters seem just too pat, the 
tions too contrived; and there are many incredible 
rescues running through the story, that one inclined 
believe that this pipe 
dream, rather than fair novel prison. hasten 
add that this accusation fraud. Mr. Teale may 
write from State Prison refute such thought. 
do, however, definitely say that Mr. Teale the 
prisoner the dust jacket Behind These Walls, 
vastly more unusual man than any prisoner have 
encountered person vicariously life. 


The book somewhat interesting, and should 
moderate sale. But not taken the guarantee 
cloak-and-dagger job, with slightly new cast, but 
rather tired old plot, that hopes sell itself the 
basis 
are-and-with-all-those-perverts-too. Christopher 
Teale genuine prisoner, must have spent the 
last ten those thirty years studying the final pulp 
and horror formula, and has hit with seemingly 


too-professional bullseye. 
Frank O’Gorman, M.A, 
University Scranton 


Gaither, Gant Princess Monaco 
Holt. Aug. 26,1957. 176p. $3.95. 


The gossip columnists have that Grace Kelly has 
severed amicable relationships with Gant Gaither, per 
sonal friend and author this biography. This reader 
cannot fancy why. This pleasant enough piece 
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writing. Not only there scandal, but there not 
talented, ambitious and determined young lady. There 
are interesting glimpses Grace her family relation- 
ships, which are competitive but close and warm. 
There satisfactory emphasis for the Catholic reader 
her closeness her faith. Nothing new, however, 
has been added the tremendous newspaper coverage 
that Her Serene Highness has already had, 
wonders the need for biography. Mr. Gaither 
writes simply and straightforward manner, but 
frequently his anecdotes—told emphasize Grace’s 
general—fall flat. One’s reaction is—So? 
The book illustrated with glossy pictures dating from 
Grace’s babyhood the baptism her daughter. 
Those why buy movie magazines will doubtless love 
this book. This reader, while admiring Princess Grace’s 
personal integrity and lady-like quality contrast 
with many Hollywood and Broadway stars, would 
the princess were allowed lead her chosen 
without further American-style publicity. The 
question that remains would the princess like that 


too? 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Prager, Ted Police Reporter 
Duell, Sloane Pearce. Aug. 30,1957. 212p. $3.50. 


Mr. Prager has spent forty some years reporter and 
city editor, New York, mostly with The Daily News. 
This collection his reminiscences long and happy 
career chasing crime stories and haunting precinct and 
headquarter staff rooms, covering period from 1928 
speakeasy days the murder Arnold Schuster 
1952, written with admirable restraint, almost 
laconic spirit, and with only the most necessary 
detail, that what must have been pretty exciting 
adventures seems altogether matter-of-fact. 
Young men with ambitions become reporters 
policemen will learn some sound attitudes from Mr. 
Prager’s account his experiences. The general adult 
reader will find the book interesting, too. 


Sumner, Cid Ricketts View from the Hill 
Prentice-Hall. Aug. 28,1957. 145p. $2.95. 


teller told the author, “Honey, you ain’t done 
livin’ yet.” matter what one’s opinion fortune 
tellers, one must confess that this one was right. 
View from the Hill proof how right she was. Mrs. 
Sumner was her sixties, her four children grown, 
and time heavy her hands. had gotten into 
rut living, doing the same things every day, 
accepting dullness and monotony natural lot. 
some time, after her encounter with the fortune 
teller, climb out the rut and hill. 
“For only when the heyday over, when the turmoil 
life past, when all the evidence in, nearly so, that one 
may get such clear view the whole, see some sort 
pattern the chaos his past. one had come 
last the top high hill, from which possible 
look back over all the traveled path, look around and ahead. 
After taking look the view, the author decided that 
was the time what she wanted be, 
what she wanted do. And she was, and did, with 
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will. Her touchstones are love and faith—the “magic” 
life. Her thoughts both inform the book, they 
have her life. Her definition faith little vague— 
the “one religion good another” school—but 
very sincere. 


One finishes the book with smile, both inward and 
outward. woman who surely “grew 
gracefully” and with smile. makes “mature years” 
the publishers put it, look like something not 
endured but enjoyed. Recommended highly for the 
grandparent group—and their children. Forget your 
wheat germ, granny—just let and live! 


Mary Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


White, Patrick Voss 
Viking. Aug. 19,1957. 442p. $5.00. 


Club Choice—August 


Patrick White’s style Voss could called mannered 
except that the epithet too narrowly restricted when 
applied only his style. The whole method 
this book mannered, seems deliberately con- 
trived hint, convey meaning indirectly, clarify 
theme overtones. apparently has the purpose 
reading the significance human suffering and 
recognizes the great truth tragedy, namely, that man 
finds his humanity grief; moreover, Mr. White has 
succeeded, some extent, bringing this truth home 
his readers. has, however, had the misfortune 
being dull the level realism—life can dull 
but novels should not be—and giving immense 
and incredible amount extra-sensory perception 
otherwise likable heroine. 


All Mr. White’s symbolism imposed upon the 
story expedition into central Australia sometime 
the late nineteenth century—the date indeter- 
minate but the use illuminating gas makes the time 
comparatively recent. keep his symbolism broad 
possible extension, Mr. White shuns all heroics 
describing the expedition. courage and resourceful- 
ness its members are very ordinary; intelligence they 
must presumed little below the ordinary, 
unless taken for granted that they have learned 
much more about the purpose the journey than the 
reader ever knows. They set off into the unknown 
under their leader, Voss, German who vaguely 
associated with the physical sciences. They press 
through the unexplored interior until human endur- 
ance has had about enough; some then turn back, but 
Voss and two others continue forward. the 
whole party, only one the quitters ever manages 
return civilization, and his mind has been affected. 
story incredible hardship and toil undergone 
motley—and, should said, well characterized 
—group men. Why all the Even novel 
indirect this one the answer should least 
hinted at. 


The taciturn Voss apparently represents great class 
mankind; ambitious, anxious lead men, acknowledg- 
ing neither God nor any other master, has quite 
share ineptitude and gaucherie. finally saved 
from overweening and, his case especially, ridicu- 
lous pride young lady, Laura Trevelyan, with 


whom carries strange, distant love affair. The 
love these two brought about direct meeting 
the minds; there little conversation, little contact 
any kind between them, but before the expedition 
very far along they are acknowledging, slow and 
uncertain mail, their inexplicable love. Laura not, 
however, person rely exclusively anything 
mundane paper and ink; she gets into direct mental 
contact with her lover. She suffers his hardships, she 
nearly dies his death, without ever leaving her home 
the coast. Then she takes for her own, the child 
she can never bear, the illegitimate daughter her 
servant and settles down into growing old quietly, but 
intriguingly, the reputed mother the girl she has 
adopted. Not believer any the creeds known 
her, she has learned something the meaning 
Christian humility and has communicated what she 
hopes saving portion across the miles Voss 
before his death. 


All this heavy stuff handle and not made 
light Mr. White’s treatment. Voss commend- 
able effort look into the minds ordinary men, but 
anyone who picks should not expect gripped 
the narrative. Indirection and suggestion would 
more effective they ran smoother track. Mental 
telepathy aside, however, the character Laura Tre- 
velyan gives considerable value the book. 


William Hill, Ph.D., 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Drohan, Leonard Come With Macedonia 
Knopf. Aug. 344p. $3.95. 

Chuckles will overflow, the “white wall” haircuts 
will spark with indignation, while and after reading 
this first novel. And, long the civil service em- 
ployees outnumber but don’t outrank the “brass” the 
Armed Forces, the chuckles will overwhelm the sparks. 


Delightful poor word describe this “fictional” 
story, but when you find such tale with plot, love 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Peyton Place (IV) Metalious 
Letter from Peking Buck Aug. 
Compulsion Levin Dec. 
Silver Spoon (IIb) Gilbert May 
The World Suzie Wong (III) Mason Aug. 
The Pink Hotel (IIb) Erskine& 
the Beach (Ila) Shute Aug. 
The Blue Camellia Keyes Feb. 
Life Happy Knoll Marquand 
NON-FICTION 
The Hidden Persuaders (Ila) Packard May 15, 
The Day Christ Died Bishop May 15, 
The Innocent Ambassadors (Ila) Wylie May 15, 
Stay Alive All Your Life (1) Peale Apr. 15, 
Silver Platter (Ila) Berlin June 
The Turn the Tide (Ila) Bryant June 
Operation Sea Lion (Ila) Fleming July 15, 
Rascals Paradise (IIb) Michener& 15, 
“Where Did You Go?” “Out.” Sept. 
Profiles Courage (1) Kennedy 
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interest, pointed dialogue, humor and 
amount sex exploitation, refreshing delight what 
given the reader. 


The title aptly chosen and indicative things 
come. General Lucius Paulus 200 invited 
any Romans, who wanted give advice his cam. 
paign, come with him Macedonia—otherwise, 
keep quiet. The story follows this theme portraying 
army “brass,” trained war, telling civilians how 
run office, how make contracts, and how keep 
production high level “according regulations” 
and suit the whims tin Caesar. 


Humphrey Hogan administrative assistant 
government office, set handle equipment procure 
ment for the Army. Realizing the futility trying 
oppose the slightest thought Army officers assigned 
the desk work, doing his job thousands 
others—the best can, but with thought rising 
higher. Kay Longstreet assigned secretary the 
division, and being ambitious, she has the same desires 
for Hogan, whom she sees apt choice for husband, 
she can make him over. sees her his 
“dream girl” and reacts her suggestions improve 
his station life. 


Then the fun begins—Hogan crosses Lieutenant Colonel 
Dawson, the executive officer Army Logistic Area 
Five, time after time, daring suggest common- 
sense short cuts—and doing necessary jobs about 
which one else knows anything. Hogan finally 
transferred the Warehouse, the Siberia the Logis 
tics Area, but wins temporary victory suggesting 
something for which the Commanding Officer receives 
letter commendation from the Pentagon. 


The Dawson era was the age the phony 
ence, the rubber-stamp meeting and the “me-too” 
sultations. expenditure fifteen hundred dollars 
just impress the general. No, not quite that simple. 
The personal aggrandizement eager beaver 
the “edification passing general,” fully describes the 
efforts the “Exec” describe the working the 
Area colored charts the inspecting general. 


say that Area conferences (called Dawson 
impress his ideas and have everyone say “Yes”) were 
wastes time was oversimplification. They were 
“rapes time, ravages and depradations man’s most 
precious gift.” But Hogan carries on— 


“To sure, the more competent among the reasoning civil 
servants would get the job done somehow, despite the road- 
blocks erected the military the threat the dread 
disease hierarchy-thinking. They would fight forever 
their fashion through the thousand labyrinths 
dred thousand checks, double-checks, and cross-checks, vali- 
antly performing their jobs, but irresolubly the mercy 
the whimsical Department Defense and the monstrosity 
the Civil Service forever.” 


Hogan pierces the veil, spun Kay and comes his 
senses. recognizes the other girl for the real 
and leaves the government service. 


This story long overdue. Excellently written with 
vivid dialogue, every military officer, assigned des 
jobs, should read its message and every civil service 


employee, the mercy such Caesars, should 


Recommended reading for all—with the remark that, 
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“Laughter the best medicine,” for government em- 


ployees. 
John Cullen, A.B., 
Washington, 


Kiker, Douglas The Southerner 


Rinehart. Aug. 22,1957. 314p. $3.95. 

Despite the usual reminder that the characters and 
situations are fictitious, and that the events describes 
did not, but could, happen, there something familiar- 
“old hat” about this first novel. Following young 
reporter’s involvement his state’s first 
school-desegregation test case, difficult dispel the 
impression that one rereading some previous year’s 
news highlights. 


Not long out the navy, Jess Witherow plodding 
along reporter the Antioch Independent when 
aletter from friend New York newspaper tells 
him young Negro chemist’s impending attempt 
enter his son white public school. Jess learns that 
the man long-forgotten boyhood acquaintance, Will 
Taylor, once again back home and now teaching 
local college. All attempts dissuade from his 
proposed action are useless. 


When Will and his family arrive with their lawyer 
register the boy they find the doors the school 
locked. Jess opens them and stays the corridor watch- 
ing what transpires the office the 
testing that there are state laws, the venerable Miss 
Kate Bingham signs paper refusing admit the 


youngster. Will reaches over, his fingers accidenally 
touch the woman’s arm. Once possessed the paper, 
Will more determined fight for his rights 


citizen. short time, Governor Kimball has 
the police the school, Otis Oldsfield, self-appointed 
leader the white supremists, carries his harangues, 
and Randolph Gordon, chief assistant the attorney 
general and romantic rival with Jess for the charms 
aristocratic Dugan Phillips, finds the incident pos- 
means furthering his own political and social 
aims. Prompted the ambitious prosecutor, Miss 
Kate presses charges assault and battery against Will. 
There doubt about the outcome the trial until 
beginning realize that being Southerner 
much way life state mind, testifies what 
witnessed the principal’s office that memorable 
morning. Thereupon, all too well aware what his 
action means him personally, leaves for New 
York, bidding somewhat subdued farewell Dugan 


That much told the story, The Southerner makes 
fairly passable grade for itself. But the young novelist 
content with his efforts and succumbs the 
weakness far too many our current novelists. Con- 
each time find ourselves enjoying his 
story are rocked back the sudden appearance 
Dugan brought the scene for the customary amatory 
fadeout with Gordon. these are only pre- 
the lengthily described weekend she spends 
with Jess and which ends his proposal marriage. 

tter than average for first novel, The Southerner 
some powerful scenes, notable characterization and 
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country. But for all its sociological value, scarcely 
seems worth the effort wade through the author’s 
insistent pages sex under the guise romantic love. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Durrell, Lawrence Justine 


Dutton. Aug. 21,1957. 253p. $3.50. 


This book seems typical modern English novel 

and judge from the comments (English) the 
dust packet, good one. However, leaves much 
desired from the American viewpoint. The “stream 
consciousness” style leaves the casual reader strug- 
gling catch what the writer saying. 


The scene laid modern Alexandria where 
“modern” middle-aged Irish schoolmaster gets mixed 
with various women—and use the word mixed 
advisedly. The book almost all about sex but 
not written sexual way. The schoolmaster seems 
imitating the ideal modern Englishman who tries 
keep aloof from the entanglements which somehow 
snare him. 


Mr. Durrell has written previous book, Black Book, 
about which Eliot quoted saying, “The first 
piece work new English writer give any 
hope for the future prose fiction.” hope Mr. 
Eliot’s hope will not collapse after reading Justine. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Spark, Muriel The Comforters 
Lippincott. Aug. 28,1957. 224p. $3.50. 


The story begins Laurence Manders, British sports 
announcer, vacation his grandmother’s cottage 
rural England. Laurence notices that his seventy- 
eight year old grandmother has three close associates: 
Webster, the local banker, and Mervyn Hogarth and 
his crippled son, Andrew. accident Laurence dis- 
covers some diamonds his grandma’s bread, and 
suspects that some skulduggery taking place. is. 
Mervyn Hogarth and his son regularly visit religious 
shrines Europe and, then, smuggle diamonds Eng- 
land rosaries and religious statues. The diamonds 
are then baked bread Webster (at times other 
camouflages are used) and sent London bookstore 
owner Baron Stock who sells them quietly. this 
“Lavender Hill Mob” motif, Laurence’s grandmother 
the leader the gang. Laurence asks Caroline Rose 
assist him his investigation even though Caroline 
keeps hearing strange voices. When both young people 
are hospitalized after serious auto accident, meet 
the “gang” more intimately, and also meet the other 
Manders: ascetic Edwin, charitable Helena, and re- 
formed homosexual, Ernest. Also meet the former 
servant the family, Georgina Hogg. Eventually 
Grandma and her partners-in-crime decide discon- 
tine their smuggling. learn, too, that Caroline’s 
voices were simply the characters this book record- 
ing her mind she could write this 
novel. 
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The Comforters unusual novel. Some the book 
extremely funny, e.g., the Baron’s irritation that some 
“barbarian” has come his bookstore buy book. 
The scene the retreat-house refectory when nun 
reads from religious work while Mrs. Hogg eats 
rhythm 
chew”) hilarious. These are silly, sly, and mis- 
chievous touches the manner Donald Firbank and 
the early Evelyn Waugh. Yet while much the book 
written tongue-in-cheek, Miss Spark does present 
point view some seriousness about her Catholic 
figures. She thrashes Mrs. Hogg quite unmercifully 
because the latter uncharitably inquisitive and con- 
version-crazy. this connection the authoress remarks: 
“The demands the Christian religion are exorbitant, 
they are outrageous. Christians who don’t realise that 
from the start are not faithful. They are dishonest; 
their teachers are talking their sleep. ‘Love one an- 
they know what they are saying?” There 
are number serious comments similar nature 
throughout the novel which might disturb some readers. 
These comments are doubtless due the fact that 
Miss Spark like Caroline, the heroine, “an odd sort 
Catholic, very little heart for it, all mind.” Yet the 
pervading viewpoint, times irreverent, always 
orthodox: “He was religous man and likeable. Caro- 
line got well with him. She said was her sort 
Catholic, critical but conforming. Ernest always 
agreed with Caroline that the True Church was awful, 
though unfortunately, one couldn’t deny, true.” 


Stylistically this novel treat. Beautifully phrased 
passages and images abound, e.g., “He reclined 
hammock his thoughts, shifting gently back and forth 
over the past Narratively the story sags 
frightfully the middle, and the wit sporadic, not 
continuous; nevertheless, The Comforters will appeal 
civil, intelligent, and, especially, waggish readers. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Macauley, Robie 
The End Pity and Other Stories 


McDowell, Obolensky, Inc. Aug. 20, 1957. 246p. $3.50. 


There are eleven stories here, all but one which were 
previously published the so-called “literary maga- 
zines” during the past eight years. Some them have 
won prizes the annual short-story contests. Varied 
theme and plot, all but few these are extremely 
readable. Paul Engle comments the dust jacket, 
the book has that rarest all qualities; you want 
read again.” 


Robie Macauley’s stories fall into three categories— 
those dealing with the Counter Intelligence Corps dur- 
ing and after the War; those concerning perfectly ordi- 
nary people who about their daily dull routine 
tasks and pleasures until some sudden switch cir- 
cumstances brings out individual burst heroism 
sadism, the case may be; and those dealing with 
the academic life. 

the four stories the first category, two are laid 
Germany, one Japan, and one Bavaria. these 
four, two are excellent. Nest Gentlefolk” con- 


cerns the hundreds fruitless missions pursued the where 
CIC Germany, following through rumors and Age 
false information before one fruitful mission can dream 
accomplished. Here have one those others 
informant leads CIC unit into Bavaria obviously disappoi 
pursuit Hitler (although not named), only the 
aristocracy who have “holed-up” Bavarian castle appoint 
deliberately ignoring the upheaval about them. The probing 
gracious, humorous condescension with which this 
group receives the invading American unit cleverly the 
handled the author. 
another story this group, “The Mind Its Own 
Place,” tired American CIC officer post-war Japan Clark, 
the innocent cause the sadistic brutal treatment 
young Japanese girl. However, one realizes that the 120p. 
girl not much victim her American CIC 
following the war and the bombings. and 
Four stories fall into the second category, extraordinary his meag 
occurrences the lives ordinary people, and 
these three, “The Wishbone,” “The Invaders,” and the 
“Legend the Two Swimmers,” are excellent. Too Old Johr 
revealing discussion this group would unfair bigge 
readers. However, might pointed out that each 
these stories the author sets the mood early, and has 
while cleverly maintaining that mood, gradually builds 
each its startling climax. came 
The three stories with academic setting are the 
weakest the book. However, one these, Guide John 
the Muniment Room,” cleverly contrived “ghost” named 
story, where the author seems having fun with 
The End Pity and Other Stories book which man 
should prove popular with those people who enjoy young 
short stories and should well remembered them. Hemingw: 

Elizabeth O’Rourke, and 

New Brunswick, New Jersey 

Shaw, Irwin Tip Dead Jock 
Random House. July 1957. $3.95. 
the ten short stories contained this latest collec 

tion Irwin Shaw’s short fiction, seven appeared 
The New Yorker, two other magazines, and one, the tal 

The Wedding Friend,” apparently published 
here for the first time. There little social conscious 
ness criticism these short stories; they are have 
cerned chiefly with people and their outlook life, abo 
often enough superficial one, but nevertheless 
ately enough portraying our ordinary preoccupation 
with trivialities, with entirely selfish problems. 
Dead Jockey, the title piece, now approaching artis 
movie form, considers the superstitious can 
formerly courageous pilot who turns down th; 
opportunity make some needed cash smuggling 
into France plane-load contraband. “Voyage Out, 
land three-month trip consider the 
marrying forty-year-old man, and her tragically ended 
romantic adventure with thirty-year-old 
ski resort. “Then Were Three” The story, 
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where three young people are having holiday. “The 


Age Reason” makes suspenseful story man’s 


dream disaster affecting someone dear him. The 
others with artful simplicity tell disillusionments, 
disappointments, and, the case “The Sunny Banks 
the River Lethe,” the collapse man’s mind. 
There mature ease the writing which may dis- 
appoint those who wish their writers constantly 
probing larger crises social drama; but these are, 
every case, examples good story-telling which 
leave the reader with renewed awareness the “tears 


Song the River 


Clark, Billy 
Crowell. Aug. 1957. 


Ezra Jack Keats. 
$2.95. 

was old man who lived shantyboat,” 
begins this modest and carefully written story 
and lonely fisherman the Big Sandy who makes 
his meager living catching catfish and turtles and 
frogs, and making chairs out the willow saplings 
the banks which his shantyboat moored. 
Old John has one great ambition, and that catch 
the biggest and oldest catfish them all, Scrapiron 
jack, named for all the fishhooks his jaws which 
has pulled from the lines two generations more 
fishermen. The boys had come John when they 
came a-fishing ask the best spots, until the tragic day 
Jobe fell into the river and drowned and his 
mother accused Old John being responsible. Then 
John was left alone and shunned until another little boy 
named Allen came live nearby the shantyboat. There 
inevitably, something echo The Old Man 
and the Sea this single-purposed muted story 
man and river; and must admitted that 
young Mr. Clark not yet skillful writer Mr. 
Hemingway. But this is, still, story worthy atten- 
ton and should please young and old, gives 
promise better work come from writer with 
talent. 


Mannin, Ethel Pity the Innocent 
Putnam. Aug. 256p. $3.50. 


the Innocent written with artist’s love 
detail; has all the sure touch narrative that part 
the talent Ethel Mannin. All that can said 
the novel should not obscure the fact 
that this readable and even useful book. does 
have notable flaw, however; has the air propa- 
about and the reader terribly let down when 
aserious, complex, and interesting novel suddenly be- 
look like tract against capital punishment. 
Miss Mannin cannot boringly didactic—but she 
artist when she not being didactic all. 
novel can great spite its carrying message but 
that less than great suffers considerably 
with brief. Toward the end this book 
Miss Mannin longer seeing life and transcribing 
she organizing neatly into argument and, 
enough, not only does she thereby harm her 
novel, she also fails prove her point. 


The story, narrated the first person, that 
boy who jail, obviously for killing 


Clark Mannin Mauriac 
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someone. The killing not the great tragedy the 
prisoner’s life, however; but one incident 
existence haunted tragedy. Terry Brilling describes 
his earliest years, London, clouded quarrels 
between his parents. There comes period peaceful 
sojourn Ireland; then return London live with 
his mother flat where lover has replaced his 
father. Then come months school, from which 
the boy whisked away because his mother has been 
arrested for the slaying her paramour. get the 
youngster safely away from the limelight thrown 
his mother, Terry’s father takes him southern France 
and leaves him the care friends. After while 
Terry told that his mother has died prison; but 
after has become adjusted this loss, sadistic 
acquaintance informs him that she was hanged, shock- 
ing him with truth his father had tried spare him. 
Terry then turns against his father, cold toward him 
when the father visits France, and contributes the 
despondency which leads the suicide. Every- 
thing goes wrong for Terry France where con- 
stantly reminded his mother’s gruesome death; 
tries Ireland and bored; goes England and runs 
through the last his money while living with girl 
who learns despise him. When the execution 
woman, acting vivid reminder what happened 
his mother, drives him pub search alcoholic 
oblivion, brutal allusion the woman just hanged 
and his mother provokes Terry the blow that 
eventuates manslaughter. 


Terry Brilling’s life certainly miserable, but the tell- 
ing that life fails its efforts indicting society. 
There more the misery Terry than society can 
cause cure. his private life something could have 
been done toughen him, make him 
selfish and self-centered, more rational; society could 
scarcely blamed because the people who took ex- 
cellent care the youth spoiled him. His narrative 
simply drenched with self-pity; fact, has much 
pity for himself that very little can demanded his 
audience. overdone; the thesis thereby suffers— 
and should never have been the book the first 
place. However good the cause, special pleading 
better done outside the framework fiction. 


William Hill, S.J. 


Mauriac, Francois Lines Life 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Aug. 12,1957. 153p. $3.50. 
This story told Francois Mauriac only 153 pages 
length, but Henry James would pleased, think, 
consider excellent “novella.” says much 
little space and impies more than says. 


usual Mauriac’s work, this the story 
family and people who spring from the land, live 
the land and off the land. The curling tendrils the 
vines and the lines the vineyards and pines are 
much lines life are the lines the palms 
Robert, Jean, Elizabeth and Pierre. 


the surface, this Robert’s story. Robert, the pro- 
fligate, the wastrel, the “long, thick, baby lashes,” 
whose companions were the languorous ladies and 
gentlemen the seedy sub-world Paris, whose pas- 
sion for Paula Sesque was dark and noisome 


and 
Too 
each 
builds 
“ghost” 


176 Erskine Fielding 


thing, withered and ugly the daylight and whose 
death, lingering one two hours after automobile 
accident, “in the arms poor country 
“with feelings repentance and faith glad suffer 
and die seems slightly more than slightly in- 
consistent, somewhat improbable. But Mauriac 
great writer, and doubt would stoop im- 
probability. This deathbed scene related Pierre 
Elizabeth and really Augustin’s version what 
happened. 


Augustin, father Robert, has always before this re- 
pudiated his son. His version must the “correct” 
way Augustin would have had Robert die. Augustin 
was never tremendously concerned with Robert. “For 
years Augustin Lagave had studied with contemp- 
tuous eye the lovely insect with the flickering and 
spreading wings which had strangely appeared 
his life.” 


This Augustin’s story, Pierre’s story, Elizabeth’s story. 
also the story Jean Gornac. Jean the old 
grandfather, lover land for the sake land, gloating 
its possession for the sense station and security 
which gave. Elizabeth his daughter-in-law, sharer 
all his dreams and ambitions, content manage his 
vineyards and keep his accounts, fetch and carry 
interminably for the old man until Robert came his 
grandmother Lagave’s place the country recuper- 
ate from severe illness. 


The book opens with Elizabeth, mother the grown 
Pierre, tenderly solicitous, putting her “overcoat” 
around the invalid’s shoulders. The story shows Eliza- 
beth constantly cloaking the “poor, dear boy” and 
ends with Elizabeth bent over the grave Robert and 
tells how “the Profundis several times repeated 
brought order into her grief, nursed and kept regu- 
lated.” 

The book, Lines Life, translated Gerard Hopkins, 
originally bore the title Destins. have not had 
opportunity read the story the original French, 
this review considers only the translation. mind, 
however, the French title seems much more accurate 
than the English. Destinies carries the connotation 
inexorable force, birth, life, the grave—there 
escaping. carries also the flavor earth and the 
earthy, “dust dust” course, but more than that. 


would need whole book speak the symbols 
used Mauriac this story. have already men- 
tioned vines, vineyards, pine trees, hands, overcoat. 
There are many more. 


suspect shall read the original soon can get 
copy. Some symbols are not easily translated and, 
“Then Madame Lagave went Bob’s room which 
looked though cyclone had struck it, and noticed, 
with some annoyance, that had put yet another 
shirt for 

Short though the story is, tantalizes the memory long 
after the reading completed. Because its subject 
matter, book for adults. Because its style, the 
adults had better discriminating. 


Sister Mary William, President, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Erskine, Dorothy and Patrick Dennis 
The Pink Hotel 
Putnam. July 28,1957. 255p. $3.50. 


Miss Erskine billed author The Crystal Bog 
and everyone now knows that Patrick Dennis, (alias 
Virginia Rowans, nee Tanner III), wrote Auntie 
Mame. Working together, the two have produced 
kind fruitcake Grand Hotel, which most its 
habitants are nutty as. The accent this 
be-awfully-funny opus is, however, the upper eche 
lons the hired help: the effete owner-director, his 
dashing assistant, the buxom cashier, the prairie-flower 
secretary the O.D., and scattering other 
important minions. These are the warp for woofy 
bunch transients, all whom have their 
aspects. the course the larruping tale, during 
few months prior “the Season” and culminating more 
less gigantic phony Christmas celebration, pretty 
nearly every aberration the annals phychosis comes 
the surface before the whole thing goes smoke. 
The result mildly amusing sophisticate romp writ- 
ten with much good humor and occasional flashes 
real wit. But the effort wildly amusing gets 
bit bore for the reader, who left wondering 
which the two collaborators set the overall tone, 
which supplied the headlong pace. The impression 
left that The Pink Hotel pretty much pink 
blanc-mange studded with pecans and chestnuts and 
sauced with some that runny-goo custard our British 
cousins pour over the trifle. 


Fielding, Gabriel the Time Greenbloom 
Morrow. June 5,1957. 407p. $4.75. 


John Blaydon’s first serious misfortune came when 
was only twelve. children’s party and Veronica 
Blount wandered off themselves nearby lake, 
and suddenly decided swim naked. When Veronica 
became panicky John saved her from drowning, and 
was administering first aid when the matron charge 
discovered them. She gave sinister twist the whole 
incident, and his mother, the wife Anglican 
vicar, was furious the disgrace brought upon her 
family. 


Next, homosexual school gets into his room and 
bed and begins make love. repelling his advances 
both are found out, and must engage fierce boxing 
match prevent recurrence unholy attach- 
ment. Finally, and Veronica while 
together eat dark cave. The whole setting 
ideal one for murder, and you can sense the im- 
pending tragedy when smooth-talking stranger 
pectedly joins them. the day following the strangled 
body Veronica found the cave. 


John’s name and picture now became familiar the 
readers the English newspapers, and some reporters 
gave free rein their imagination describing his 
relationship with the murdered girl. His companions 
school began freeeze him out their games and 
parties, and the authorities hinted that might 
better continued his studies elsewhere under 
assumed name. But this transfer and alias likewise 
failed, and even Blaydon’s encounter with Veronica’s 
murderer only led him, through some fortuitous 
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cumstances, into new and deeper embarrassment. 
Anglican minister whom went confession, 
was too quick suggesting that had need not 
priest but doctor. From that moment became 
increasingly isolated from everyone, and his thoughts 
suicide the only solution. But Horab 
proved his savior, though had met him only 
twice. 

hard say precisely just how Horab 
haps was his eccentricities and complete freedom 
from inhibitions, which revealed however deep sym- 
pathy for the young boy’s distress, perhaps was his 
gentle mockery Blaydon’s self-centeredness brood- 
ing over past which could never return, instead 
looking forward more hopeful future. 


Dr. Fielding, practicing physician England, has 
written very careful study the mind boy tor- 
tured almost beyond endurance the lack under- 
standing the part others. this book contains 
any moral perhaps this: man’s need supernatural 
grace that will enable him echo the word Job 
when death calls loved one, “The Lord has given, 
the Lord has taken away, blest the name the 


Lord.” 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Smith, Robert Paul 

Did You Go?” “Out.” 

Did You 

Drawings James Norton. Apr. 16, 1957. 
124p. $2.95. 
According Mr. Smith, kids nowadays don’t know 
what with themselves, don’t know how fill 
the empty stretches lovely time day after day. May- 
be, opines, because the grown-ups are trying too 
hard pals with their kids, when natural for 
kids look grown-ups enemies. Grown-ups 
never knew anything important when was kid, 
declares Mr. Smith; but kids knew and kids learned 
from kids all they wanted know: truths, not just old 
facts. What charm mumbly-peg and on-o’-cat and 
immies had, the magic wind-up phonograph 
which you could make Caruso soprano chatterer 
lugubrious basso changing the speed, the many 
things clothesline could used for, was needed for; 
the mystery and wonder vacant lots where shack 
could built pilfered materials. Mr. Smith might 
easily have left out some self-conscious “By 
which interjects for emphasis and made the book 
the better for reading. Otherwise fun and oddly 
wise. 


Evans, Bergen and Cornelia 
Dictionary Contemporary American Usage 
Random House. Aug. 30,1957. 567p. $5.95. 


This new volume should special interest librar- 
lans, teachers, and all who feel the need, (and 
who does not from time time), authoritative 
teference work settle questions style, punctuation, 
grammar, idiomatic usage. Dr. Evans and his sister 
have based their studies for this excellent book 
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modern linguistic scholarship and the result well- 
organized, sensible and satisfying reference work that 
will great value writers and students. Rec- 
ommended for every library reference section and for 
ready-reference shelf the private library. 


Wolin, Simon and Robert Slusser 
The Soviet Secret Police 
Praeger. Aug. 1957. 408p. Bibliography, Index. $8.00. 


Recent headlines across the country once again have 
highlighted Soviet espionage activity. The ordinary 
reader knows something the Secret Police the 
but can easily more confused its alpha- 
betical evolution than was during the New Deal 
era. Soviet escapees generally refer the Soviet secret 
police the NKVD MVD, despite the fact that 
after the execution Lavrenti Beria, former chief 
the secret police, certain functions were turned over 
the newly formed KGB (Committee for State Security) 
under General Ivan Aleksandrovich Serov. makes 
little difference. With minor changes the functions 
the agencies remain the same. Basically this eco- 
nomically unproductive army, conservatively estimated 
1.5 millions, (although Andreevich puts 
probably under 97), complements the 
Party’s “spiritual compulsion” the people indoc- 
trination, propaganda, etc., the “physical compul- 
sion” terror, arrests, imprisonment, slave labor, and 
executions. more important the Soviet 
The Cheka came into being seven weeks 
after the October Revolution, for the Party and the 
police need each other. They are equally important 
and necessary. 

The present work was prepared under the Research 
Program the R., whose purpose was give 
ex-Soviet scholars opportunity share their knowl- 
edge the Soviet Union and Communism with the 
free world. Thus The Soviet Secret Police comprises 
series chapters several authors various aspects 
the security forces under the editorship Simon 
Wolin, Tashkent graduate, and Robert Slusser, 
American, and former Associate Director the 
Research Program the The editors have 
avoided injecting revision into the chapters, but have 
added introductory chapter the history the 
Soviet secret police. Through lack current source 
material, evident from the nature the subject, neither 
editors nor authors could offer much for the post-Stalin 
period. This regrettable work destined 
standard reference book, but since good part the 
material based the personal experience the 
chapter authors, understandable. Suffice say 
that the present chief the KGB, General Serov, was 
trained under Beria and his predecessors. The time- 
tested methods will remain. 


The careful documentation reveals the amazing scope 
the activities and duties the Soviet secret police. 
Ordinary city and village police can expected 
under their control the Soviet system, but should 
they control the fire departments also? “Fire-preven- 
tion associated with the inspection all premises, 
and for this reason alone the control fire the 
assigned the secret 145. This 
gives some idea the details which concern the police. 
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wonder then that such larger projects atomic 
energy, passport control, slave labor camps, and border 
patrols fit into the all inclusive category state secur- 
ity. The two councils for the Russian Orthodox 
Church and for Religious affairs are presided over 
MVD members, whose duty demands that church 
leaders, too, further the interests the Party. 


view its careful organization, the secret police 
could not have overlooked controls the only other 
large organized force, the Soviet Army. They did not. 
The Main Military (Special) Administration, abbrevi- 
ated OO, supervises military personnel, controls 
counterintelligence the army and all reconnaissance 
operations. Since the secret police consider the army 
dangerous the regime, has assumed control 
military warehouses and stockpiles, that “the Soviet 
Army has been placed such situation that should 
attempt rebel against the government, would 
have 129. For those who think 
the army may the salvation Russia, this comes 
unpleasant revelation. 

The Soviet Secret Police contains much sobering ma- 
terial for those beguiled the Khrushchev cocktail 
and smile. can afford smile while, Party 
boss, controls the destiny millions enslaved the 
Soviet Union and the satellite countries through the 


octopus the police apparatus. 


CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, 
Contributing Editor 


Blake, Nicholas 

Harper. Aug. 14,1957. 214p. $2.95. 
period famine this indeed succulent and 
juicy morsel. extremely well plotted and seasoned 
with cast credible people who have had the good 
fortune created author with splendid ear 
for dialogue. dialogue which crackles with clarity 
and intelligence; where reveals character advances 
the plot. not the simpering, meaningless grunts 
half-developed thoughts mouthed cardboard cut- 
outs. 

The plot: who stetted the libelous passage General 
Thoresby’s memoirs involve Wenham and Geraldine 
costly court That’s why Nigel Strangeways 
has been called in, detect the criminal. But who 
expected murder—as that solved any problem! 
takes Nigel bit doing but finally—and regret- 
fully—brings the culprit justice. 

For literate, adult piece entertainment you’ll wait 
long time for better performance than this latest 
Monsieur Blake. End review. 


Benson, Ben The Running Man 
Mill-Morrow. Aug. 14,1957. 190p. $2.95. 

Ben Benson has staked out the Massachusetts State 
Police his genuine protagonist around which plot 
his methodical studies crime detection. His par- 
ticular hero Trooper Ralph Lindsey: young, indus- 
trious, just-average intelligence superman!). For 
this particular episode Benson has gone our current 


End Chapter 


Best 


headlines—the juvenile delinquency problem. some. 
what predictable and pedestrian story the 
necessitates verdict that this second. 
rate Benson. 


Lockridge, Richard and Frances 
Practice 
Lippincott. Aug. 14,1957. 188p. $2.75. 


Captain Heimrick the New York State Police 
older edition Trooper Lindsey (of Massachusetts), 
But not: he’s love! And sedately 
romance pursues carefully plods along trying 
snare murderer who, unfortunately, picked the 
good Captain’s light love his pawn deceit, 
The Lockridges, this time, tell the death rich 
woman motel room whence she had come for one 
several purposes—any one which causes Heimrick 
suspect the mixed—and typical—cast characters, 
But the stalwart trooper gets his man and the blonde~ 
who could ask for anything more! 


Cronin, Michael Climb the Wall 
Washburn. Aug. 14,1957. 189p. $2.75. 
Have you ever met Richard Maidment, the modem 
Scarlet Pimpernel? Well, this good chance 
any meet the unimposing (but talent-laden) 
grim(?). rescues maiden distress and 
ately seeks rectify the wrongs being perpetrated 
against woman accused dastardly murder which 
all know she couldn’t have committed! 
She’s too the spivs, toffs, thugs and 
are obviously the black villains interested smuggling 
jewelry and murdering poor slobs who want out before 
Maidment makes mincemeat them! Yes, Richard 
stouthearted and the reader should enjoy this 
adulterated melodrama. 

Cooke, David (Editor) 

Best Detective Stories the Year 
Dutton. Aug. 14,1957. 254p. $2.95. 
Reviewing any short story anthology akin eating 
bunch grapes: one time they take long time 
eat—and the sour ones are really bad; and when you 


eat ’em bunches, they all taste the same. This year 


David Cooke has exceptionally fine bunch grapes 
—not sour one the stalk! Ken Fearing’s Three 
Wives Too Many sardonic study polygamy; Evan 
Hunter’s The Last Spin has the shock his more 
famous Blackboard Jungle; Robert Levin’s clinically 
methodical, The Bizarre Affair the Seven Nudes, 


reads like Scotland Yard report; Smith’s One 


More Mile has O’Henryish twist like the style 
the master. Craig Rice, Henry Slesar, Ellery Queen, 


William Fay—these and several other top notch pros 


are the top their bent. This one dish that David 
has Cooked well! Try it—if you like grapes. 


Catalan, Henri 
Soeur Angéle and the Bell Ringer’s Niece 


Sheed. Aug. 28, 1957. 179p. $3.50. 


This the third chronicled adventure our 
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Persent d’Ericy, the field crime detection. Here 
Soeur Angéle the superior hospice for the aged 
the Loire valley village Fermaize but, usual, her 
oficial position has little with the story. Two 
events occur rapid succession—the seemingly un- 
motivated murder bell-ringer André Fisard and 
apparition the Blessed Virgin his niece, 
the physically unhealthy Monique Fisard. Only Soeur 
Angele connects the two, eventually establishes the 
motive and exposes the guilty parties. Henri Catalan 
writes his usual charming story with sketchy but lucid 
characterization, with his unusual but highly orthodox 
Sister Charity, with excellent description mood 
and character French village. This time, however, 
not very good detective story since the solution 
early the book. Still highly readable. 


Carrier, Warren Bay the Damned 
Day. Aug. 22,1957. 253p. $2.95. 

Malditos Bay the site the home Mike Empson, 
gambler and racketeer who once ran 
“empire” Florida, but has, previous his retire- 
ment, testified before Senate investigating committee 
such fashion earn the vengeful anger 
Chicago syndicate which now, three years later, has 
gunman kill him. The gunman the same 
Rinaldi who had been with Mike’s wife when she was 
involved automobile accident which paralyzed 
her and led her lingering death. Mike’s daughter, 
Anna, much confused girl who tries valiantly 
defend her father, only fail the last and left 
choose between young former basketball player 
and the elderly friend her mother and father. Mike, 
who was born Miguel Icaza Mextitlan, disappears, 
his native town and finds utimate peace, 
Partly novel suspense, partly novel 
characterization, Bay the Damned shows 
writing promise and holds interest; but choppy 
the waters the bay under strong wind. 


Dering, Joan Louise 


Washburn. Aug. 21,1957. 189p. $2.95. 

Marty Harding, recovering from peritonitis, takes lodg- 
ings nursing home near her former home along the 
seacoast, from which her sister Louise disappeared, pre- 
sumably suicide accident-victim who had leaped 
fallen from the cliffs into the sea. sister’s 
former fiancé, Henry Darrell, now headmaster the 
nearby boys’ school. When renewed interest Louise’s 
disappearance threatens involve Henry prime sus- 
pect her murder, Marty takes hand solving the 
mystery and saving the man she loves. Nicely written, 
not all gory, with neatly contrived ending. But 
with the most gosh-awful dust-packet years-and- 
like 1910 juvenile. 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 
Non-fiction: 
Castle’s The Password Courage, (Ballantine 
#221, $0.35; purports factual story the 
adventures Cockney sergeant-major, 
Charles Coward, who escaped from German prison 


Carrier Dering Pocket Print and Reprint 
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camps and remained Germany fight his own war 
sabotage and spying during World War The 
Deep South Says Never John Bartlow Martin, (Bal- 
lantine #220, $0.35; discouraging survey 
race prejudice and fanaticism the Southern States. 
Only parts this appeared the Saturday Evening 
Post; the complete study seems repetitious but authen- 
tic Hendrik Willem Van Loon’s The Life and 
Times Rembrandt, (Bantam FB-41, $0.50; IIb), may 
remembered old-timers Liveright’s 1930 book 
R.v.R. Kathleen Rafferty compiler and editor 
the Dell Crossword Dictionary, (Dell #200, $0.35; I), 
intended for puzzlers impatient with weak vocabu- 
laries, for those who find crossword-puzzle clues in- 
comprehensibly distorted Joseph Keeley has 
written good clear guide for amateur photographers 
Better Pictures, (F-62, $0.50; I), with pages 
photos illustrate advice Art Cohn’s The Joker 
Wild, (Bantam F-1647, $0.50; IIb), reprints the story 
comedian Joe Lewis’ adventurous life from speak- 
easy singer almost murdered mobsters successful 
night-club entertainer who will see Frank Sinatra play- 
ing him forthcoming film Woman Berlin 
reprint anonymous diary two terrible 
months, late April late June 1945, when Berlin 
fell the Russians. Its authenticity attested 
Ceram introduction, (Ballantine #223, $0.35; 
III) Bengt Danielson, one the Kon-Tiki team, 
stayed the South Pacific months study sex 
customs the Polynesians. Love the South Seas 
gives candid observations with canted interpretations, 
(Dell D-199, $0.35; Dr. Benjamin Spock has 
revised and enlarged his popular Baby and Child Care 
enough keep mothers too busy reading advice and 
directions bother with the kid, (Pocketbook GC-40, 
$0.50; 

Universal Library the family name for the Grosset 
Dunlap paperbound reprints which four titles were 
recently added: The World Aldous Huxley, edited 
Charles Rolo, (UL-28, $1.45, 544p.; IIb), includes 
complete novel Antic Hay, condensation Point 
Counterpoint and excerpts from other works Huxley 
—poems, essays, short stories Maria Bellonci’s The 
Life and Times Lucrezia Borgia (UL-26, $1.25, 343p.; 
translation Bernard and Barbara Wall 
“definitive life” the much maligned Lucrezia. There 
good bibliography and index The Longhorns 
Frank Dobie may enjoyed Western fans, al- 
though the style rather cumbersome, (UL-25, $1.25; 
... The Story Life Clarence Darrow the 
autobiography the famous trial lawyer and sure 
irritate any reader who believes anything, (UL-27, 
$1.45; 


General Fiction: 


Jonathan Eagle Alexander Laing frontier adven- 
ture tale reviewed here Sept. 1955, (Bantam F-1643, 


tan reviewed here Aug. 15, 1956 


$0.35; cf. June 1955), re-reprinted catch 
movie audience who will soon see the picture 
George Axelrod’s Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter? 
(Bantam A-1653, $0.35; IIb), also aimed release 
timing the film version rowdy play Taylor 
Caldwell’s Dynasty Death first appeared 1938 


180 Pocket Print and Reprint 


under the Scribner colophon; this abridged version 
the novel about munitions manufacturer, (Pocket- 
book C-252, $0.35; IIb) Jefferson Cooper’s The 
Swordsman, (Pocketbook C-262, $0.35; IIb), appar- 
ently first printing swashbuckling historical saga 
Russian enslaved the Mongol horde who escapes 
and becomes famous for fighting the Crusades 
well for conquest female Lloyd Douglas’ 
Magnificent Obsession re-reprinted years after the 
first Pocketbook edition which was published years 
after the original publication, (Pocketbook C-257, $0.35; 
ner) The Loving Couple was reviewed here Sept. 
1956, (Permabook M-4077, $0.35; IIb) Pemmican 
Vardis Fisher, (Pocketbook C-253, $0.35; IIb), was 
reviewed here June 15, Pocket Library reprints 
add Charles Dickens Oliver Twist, (PL-61, $0.35; I), 
and the Folger Library edition Shakespeare’s Othello 
(PL-61, $0.35; Great English Short Stories, 
selected and introduced Christopher Isherwood, 
(Dell LC-102, $0.50; and Great American Short 
Stories edited Wallace and Mary Stegner, (Dell 
LC-103, $0.50; recommend themselves college 
students well the general reader. The introduc- 
tions both instances are well done Four Plays 
Shaw, (Dell LC-101, $0.50; IIa), include “The 
Devil’s Disciple,” “Candida,” “Captain Brassbound’s 
Conversion,” and “Caesar and Cleopatra.” 


Mysteries: 
Ellery Queen’s Inspector Queen’s Own Case, (Pocket- 
book 1167, $0.25; I), has Ellery’s 63-year-old father 
Richard, retired and restless, take the mysterious 
death adopted baby, assisted 50-year-old 
nurse. Two more murders are done and the case 
solved with romance blooming for the autumnal solvers 
Michael Bryan mixes diamonds and murder 
Spain’s Balearic Island setting Murder Majorca, 
(Dell A-145, $0.25; cover unnecessarily 
and misleadingly sexy Henry Kane weaves chilly 
tale hired murder Death for Sale, (Dell A-144, 
$0.25; The villain elegant Eric Ambler’s 
Coffin for Dimitrios deserves its place No. 
the Great Mystery Library, (Dell D-201, $0.35; 
The Case the Restless Redhead another epi- 
sode the endless saga Perry Mason’s running feud 
with any District Attorney. Erle Stanley Gardner 
still ingenious and amusing, (Pocketbook 1170, $0.25; 
IIa) Raymond Chandler’s Trouble Business 
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re-reprints four short Philip-Marlowe-private-eye vag. 
aries with sex-and-sadism sauce, (Pocketbook 
$0.25; IIb) Blair Treynor tells murder mystery 
centering around “deadly dame” with all the sadistic 
stuff Widow’s Pique. The title cleverer than the 
plot, (Permabook M-3096, $0.25; IIb) Day the 
Ram William Campbell Gault murders 
hero and sets private eye sift clues from the odds 
makers. It’s passable entertainment, (Bantam 1638 
$0.25; I). 

Westerns: 

Return the Outlaw Michael Carder pits cattle 
men against farmers, with the old West giving way 
the new. westerns go, this good, (Bantam 
1639, $0.25; Man the Buckskin Peter Daw. 
son, (Bantam 1642, $0.25; I), gives more than usual 
attention character delineation story man 
seeking his father’s murderer Richard Ferber pits 
brother against brother out the old ranch The 
Outcast, who half-breed “Hagar’s child,” (Dell 
A-143, $0.25; William MacLeod Raine’s 
Ride the River With 1936 tale about tough Texans 
and the traditional quiet-spoken Marshall quick 
the draw, (Dell 954, $0.25; This the West 
edited Robert Howard, collection vignettes 
various writers, with appendix that lists 150 
places see the West, 125 “all-time books” about 
the West, recipes for Western dishes for the home 
range, and note about each contributor, (Signet 
S-1424, $0.35; Sheriff Wanted Peter Field 
standard-brand gun-feud stuff, (Pocketbook 1173, $0.25; 
and Shadow the Rope has tough town 
marshall standing off mob set hanging his brother 
for murder did not commit. Ray Gaulden 
author, (Permabook M-3095, $0.25; IIa). 


Science Fiction: 

Isaac Asimov’s Pebble the Sky, (Bantam A-1646, 
$0.35; IIa), story rebellion against evil 
Galactic Empire halted time and saved 
man the past accidentally translated into the future. 
reprint one the better-known stories well- 
known practitioner science-fiction 
Charles Maine’s High Vacuum, (Ballatine #218, 
$0.35; high-tension story four people ma- 
rooned the first rocket expedition the moon try- 
ing survive under abnormal conditions until rescue 
can arrive. 
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